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Editing with Focus
Assistant Editorship with High Desert Journal
By Jordan Keller
In collaboration with Professor Joe Wilkins

What does it mean to edit with focus?
• Regional Magazine Mission
• How to bring out key themes and unique voices of the West?
• Targeted Feedback
• Make it shine!
Selection
Criteria:
Does it meet standards for genre and caliber? 
Does it say something?
Is it resonant?
Selection in Practice: CMarie Fuhrman’s “Aspen”
“I have been told, and come to believe, that life happens in 
between. On the sides of roads and rivers, just out of the firelight, 
just off the trail. I have learned that life encompasses, just as 
wholly, death, and thus life and death are sistered in this liminal 
place. I spend much of my time in this space between. My own life 
somewhat stable, I am yet keenly aware of the lives and deaths that 
sit with me now, my responsibility to them. From this liminal 
holding, I have learned to bear witness.”
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Editing
1. First Read Through – Get a feel for the piece
2. First Round of Comments
• Not too many, overarching or key points
• Organization, thematic development, deepening
• Odds and Ends
• Positive feedback too!
3. Send back to author
4. Review edits, make additional comments if necessary
5. Send polished works to editor to publish!
Editing in Practice: Lauren Fath’s “Three Elegies” 
Publication
Accepted pieces for the 27th issue:
My Life in 12 Pick-ups, Fred Haefele
Aspen, Cmarie Fuhrman
Three Elegies, Lauren Fath
When the Ground Thaws, Alexis Bonogofsky
What is the 
West?
“The West I know has a speckled hawk on 
a telephone pole every quarter mile. It’s 
spotted with dust devils after plowing, 
flushed red when the cheatgrass is up, 
smeared with the haze of wildfire smoke—
dependably now—every mid-summer. It’s 
the west-of-the-Rockies West. The not-Seattle 
West. The in-between. The scabland.”
- Lisa 
Laughlin
Book 
Review
Writing with Focus:
• Why is this collection 
appropriate for the journal?
• What makes it unique?
• Why is it important?
“This is the Place renders 
home, place, and femininity 
in a variety of ways, with the 
emotional vulnerability and 
common ties to these 
experiences building upon one 
another into a powerful and 
moving collection.”
- Jordan Keller
Conclusion
More efficient, effective, and cohesive 
publication
Cultivate focus as an 
editor
Refined personal writing and editing 
skills
